
Our St. Mary's Catholic Church has
entered the process of renewing our
overall vision as a parish to provide the
most authentic Catholic education we can. 

To accomplish this, the school—an
important ministry at our parish— is
changing its curriculum to Montessori for
our youngest saints & scholars and a
Classical Liberal Arts education for upper
elementary and middle school.

Let us pray for the entire parish during
this time of transition, that  we may move
forward, unified in Christ:
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My Adorable Jesus,
May our feet journey together.
May our hands gather in unity.
May our hearts beat in unison.
May our souls be in harmony.
May our thoughts be as one.

May our ears listen to the silence together.
May our glances profoundly penetrate each 

other.
May our lips pray together to gain mercy 

from the Eternal Father.
Amen.



A Classical Liberal Arts education is cross
disciplinary and holistic. Classical
education focuses on grounding the
student in history and then exploring
literature, mathematics, science, art, and
music from the lens of this historical
perspective. As all expressions of the
human experience stem from our
identity as children of God and are
grounded in time and space, it is
important for students to be able to make
connections across all disciplines in an
ordered way. The Liberal Arts refer to
the school subjects which liberate, or free,
a person to explore truth, encounter The
Truth in Christ within all disciplines,
cultivate critical thinking, experience
culture, and live fully. 

Studies have shown that classically
educated students are more prepared
for high school and college than the
standard education models due to the
rigorous standards that they are held to
by their teachers, assignments and
testing.

What is Classical Education? 
Will it prepare our children 
for high school? 

Curriculum

Montessori education is student-led and
self-paced but guided, assessed, and
enriched by knowledgeable and caring
teachers, the leadership of their child
peers, and a nurturing environment. 

What is Montessori 
Education? 

A distinctive feature of Montessori
education is the specific materials  and
activities that allow a child to learn
through action. These materials were
developed by Dr. Montessori and her
collaborators over 45 years, and are
integral to the program that also
involves placing children in 3-year
groupings, lessons that are almost
exclusively in small groups or one-on-
one, a highly organized physical space,
and free choice among constructive
learning activities. The materials used in
these activities provide corrective
feedback, and are grouped into
curricular areas of Sensorial, Language,
Mathematics and Geometry, Geography,
Culture, Music, and Art, as well as
Practical Life.

These curricular areas help to foster
growth for children in all areas of their
development—cognitive, emotional,
social, and physical.
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According to studies:

Given the freedom and support to
question, probe deeply, and make
connections, Montessori students grow
up to be confident, enthusiastic, and
self-directed learners and citizens,
accountable to both themselves and
their community. They think critically,
work collaboratively, and act boldly and
with integrity. 

What are the benefits of a 
Montessori Education? 

Children who previously 
attended Montessori programs 

showed social and cognitive 
benefits by high school.
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Children who attended public 
Montessori programs from ages
3 to 11 performed better at ages 

15 to 18 in math and science 
than demographically-matched 

classmates who had been in 
other programs through the 5th 

grade.9

People who spent at least two 
years in Montessori had higher 
wellbeing as adults than people 
who never went to Montessori. 10

 Children in Classic Montessori 
programs, as compared with 
children in Supplemented 

Montessori and Conventional 
programs, showed significantly 

greater school year gains on 
outcome measures of executive 

function, reading, math, 
vocabulary, and social problem- 

solving. 11

Dr. Montessori first developed the
Montessori method by working with
children with special needs. Through
observation and testing, these children
met or exceeded comprehension and
curriculum expectations compared to
other children. Each child in a
Montessori classroom gets a tailored
lesson plan to ensure that they are
successful and excelling. IEP support
will continue to be available for all
children.

How will students with an IEP 
be supported in the new 
model? 

Yes! The specials that are currently
offered at St. Mary's will still be included
in our curriculum. These are all integral
parts of a holistic education for a well-
rounded saint and scholar.

Will specials still be offered 
(ie: gym, art, language & 
music)

Yes, an afterschool program will be
offered. We understand that this is
valuable and meets the care that parents
need for their children, although factors,
such as enrollment or the length of the
school day, may modify the current
program. 

Will there be afterschool 
care? 
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In the 2023-2024 academic year, 
their education curriculum will 
be...

How will these changes affect 
my child next year?

Kinder 
-garten

T - Standard Classroom

CURRICULUM KEY

 CH - Children's House (Montessori)

1st
Grade Pre-K Preschool

In the fall, my child will be 
entering...

8th 
Grade

'23-'24 T T T T T T T T CH CHT

Next year, we will begin by implementing a 
Children's House for the preschool and pre-
kindergarten children. Our preschool director has 
been invited to train and implement this change 
alongside a trained mentor during this first year.

Our Kindergarten through 8th Grade teachers will 
begin training and professional development. Most
students will not see any change in curriculum or 
classroom in 2023-2024.

Our Vision to become 
a Montessori and 
Classical School will 
take several years to 
implement across all 
levels, transitioning 
incrementally to best 
aid teachers and 
students.

A Reminder

More information and a full implementation schedule will 
be available later this spring to allow for flexibility to our 
teachers and ongoing conversations.



Teachers
Our teachers are an integral part of 
the vision at St. Mary. Teachers are 
given the opportunity to select from 
several training and certification 
programs that best fit their personal 
needs.

Other state and Diocesan teaching 
license requirements remain the 
same.

What does this mean for 
teachers? 

North American Montessori Center: 

Authentic Institute of Montessori 

ADMTEI

Columbus Montessori Education 

Center

AMI Prague

ICLE Professional Development

ICLE National Conference

What are the training options 
for the teachers?

Our plan is, and always has been, to hire a 
guidance counselor.

Is the hiring of a new guidance 
counselor in the works?

The intent is to keep tuition costs the same. As in the past, tuition 
cost is reviewed annually based on enrollment, cost-of-living, and 
operational needs.

What will happen to tuition given the new model? 

Cost



The School Advisory Board is a 
volunteer-based board to help support 
the parish/school leadership on advice 
for specific agenda items.

What is the definition and role 
of the school advisory board?

Currently the plan is to adjust the school 
day schedule to 8:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. This 
decision will be confirmed on April 1st, 
which is the deadline for the public school 
busing schedule.

What are the new school 
hours?

Yes, our children will continue to wear 
uniforms.

Will our children wear 
uniforms? 

School Culture

The class ratios will depend on 
enrollment and is driven by the state 
guidelines that take into account 
space and the age of children.

What will the  class ratios 
be in each grade?
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